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understand then that there was a beginning and that there
shall be no end. In this I do not find the explanation of a
mystery, but simply the mysterious sensation of a mystery.
It is true that a sensation is not a Truth, and this sensation is
intimately joined to the belief of an eternal life promised by
Jesus. If, however, we are not beginning when v/e enter this
world, we must believe with the Buddhists thar we have always
existed* A change of skin. Which is odd/' Here and there are
interpolated reasoned maxims which, if they do not all appear
to be original, at least cannot be refused as a proof of a patient
side to Gauguin's nature. Of these, one at least was rhe declara-
tion of a creed without which he would never have been able
to withstand the chicaneries and betrayals over money matters
that instantly began as soon as he was safely away from France.
"The man/' he said, "who has confidence rin others" only
suflFers when he has been deceived and he discovers it. He who
is mistrusting suffers all the time from his mistrust/'
The calier for Aline lacks humour, but in so serious a
collection of odd reflections he probably did not find place
for it, and he was aware of his daughter's earnest and enquiring
nature. The nearest approach to a lighter mood was a compara-
tive memory of conditions when he was a child and of the
conditions surrounding the office of the Governor of Tahiti*
"Cfo^ Grand*matnan one smoked and laughed/1 he wrote.
"CJk^ the Governor of the Frencl Estattislmtnts in Oceania,
one does not smoke, one does not laugh, one yawns. Ck^
Maman, the only person in a uniform when we dined was the
servant, and he did not understand what was said* Cke^ the
Governor [the Taratata] in Tahiti, the only person who is not
in a uniform is the servant, and no one listens to the thrusts of
wit of the Taratata but the servant, who smiles. How every-
thing changes!"
How long Gauguin added to his daughter's c&litr is only
to be conjectured. He kept it with him, waiting possibly
to give it to her, if he remembered, when she was older. It
was found among his papers on his death*